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ou may be familiar

with this song. Part

of it goes “Jesus,

Jesus, Jesus!
There’s just something about that
name! Master, Savior, Jesus! Like
the fragrance after the rain.”

The title is “There is Something
about that Name” and was written
in 1970 by William J. Gaither and it
captures the Christian life and the

of the work.

And who has not, while being
faithful to Bible studies, listening to
sermons, and even maintaining their
quiet times, felt their knowledge of
the Lord was more intellectual and
factual, than warm and intimate?

Yes, Jesus is the Christian life
and it extends beyond just knowing
about Him. We may know a lot
about Him, but be barren in our
walk with Him. The

pursuit in the Chris-

tian life - Jesus. No The Christian life Christian life includes

Christian would

extends beyond
just knowing

thinking like Jesus, lov-

even begin to deny about Jesus. ing like Jesus, and de-

this foundational
truth. Yet, we face an increasing
challenge in our world to keep
Christ, not only central in Christ-
mas, but central in life.

Many serving Christians may
give testimonies of falling into the
trap of doing a work for the Lord,
while losing intimacy with the Lord

veloping convictions
like Jesus.

In this issue of The Quidnessett
Banner, we will take three snap-
shots of our Lord from the gospels
of Matthew and John, looking at
His compassion, His challenge, and
an area of His conviction.
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GOSPEL GLIMPSES

THE COMPASSION OF JESUS
How unfathomable a topic!
Where would one begin to plunge
the depths of such amazing love?
Well, one place might be with a
woman who was very much in the
depths of sin and shame. If anyone
ever needed to drink of the endless
wells of Jesus’ love, it was her and
her story unfolds in JOHN 8:1-11.
We are familiar with what hap-
pened to her. Caught in her sin, she
is exposed to public shame and cer-
tain judgment by self-righteous peo-
ple. Brutally exposed, knowing her
guilt, there is nowhere to hide. The
loneliness she felt due to sin may
have made her feel like running
away to live her remaining days in
isolation from all human contact.
The problem with that approach

is that she and we, cannot run
from what is inside of us. What-
ever baggage is within goes where
we go. A man once said to his wife,
“If you leave me, I am going with
you.” As funny as that might be,
when it comes to heart issues, if we
attempt to leave, they go with us.
This poor woman had nowhere to
go and to make it even more uncom-
fortable, she was standing beside
her Creator!

The Savior says two things to
her. First there was a question -
“Woman, where are they? Has no
one condemned you?” Think about
what might have been going through
her head as she looked around and
saw only herself and Jesus.

People’s judgments of us really
don’t matter. What people think of
us just isn’t that important compared
to what Jesus sees in us. What mat-

ters is being face to face with Jesus
with the issues of our hearts.

The second statement from the
Savior to the woman unshackles the
chains of guilt and shame caused by
too many episodes of sin - “And
Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn
you; go, and from now on sin no
more.” Christ gives words of com-
passion to a soul in need of the
greatest work of compassion - for-
giveness. If we are looking for a
reason to love the Savior, look no
further than these words - “Neither
do I condemn you.” There are no
bounds to His love when it comes to
restoring the soul devastated by sin.

We don't have to stand beside
Jesus in a state of guilt. I wonder
what the woman’s life was like after
this eventful encounter. She proba-
bly became a shining light polished
by the compassion of Jesus.

THE PASTOR’S PEN

THE CHALLENGE OF JESUS

Does our Lord challenge us in
walking with Him? Yes. Everyday.
Jesus challenges us to deeper com-
mitment, deeper intimacy, and
deeper self-denial. He also chal-
lenges us in our relationships with
other believers.

This challenge is found right after
one of the most intimate times Jesus
had with His disciples - the washing
of their feet. The challenge is obey-
ing the new commandment to love
one another (JOHN 13:34-35-35).

You might be inquisitive and
think, “A challenge to love my
brothers and sisters in the Lord? That
is no challenge. I love being in
church with other believers. I don’t
see the difficulty in this command.”

I said that before. Notice I used
the word “before” because it isn’t
something that is easy. It is a chal-

lenge. Why? Because our love for
one another in the body of Christ is
not measured by what we think it is,
but by the example Jesus gives - “A
new commandment [ give to you,
that you love one another: just as |
have loved you, you also are to love
one another. By this all people will
know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another”
(JOHN 13:34-35). Consider one area
that leaves no doubt in our minds
that loving other believers is a chal-
lenge and not something easy. But,
don’t misunderstand me. A chal-
lenge from Jesus is not a burden. It is
a joyful privilege and responsibility.

Here is the challenging area. Je-
sus demands we show no partiality
in loving other believers. The Great
Command was not given to Peter,
John, and James, His intimate circle
of three among the twelve. He gave
it to all of them.

Are there believers in our own

churches that we find hard to love?
Maybe they are demanding, selfish,
and a constant drain on us. Maybe
they don’t look like us, dress like us,
or even have the same interests as us.
Those things don’t matter. Jesus
says, “You also are to love one an-
other.” Period and comprehensive. If
we find ourselves always gravitating
to the same people, we might be very
close to partiality and not obeying
this command. To ensure we keep a
watch on our heart and preventing
this act of disobedience, ask the Lord
to take us out of our comfort zones
and lovingly invest in people outside
of our normal circles.

The challenge of Jesus to love
one another is only a challenge when
we are selective in the people in
whom we obey His Great Com-
mandment. When we practice love
to “all people”, the challenge be-
comes an ever increasing delight of
obedience to His life-giving Word.
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THE DISTINGUISHING

TRAITS OF CHRISTIAN

CHARACTER
Gardiner Spring
The Northhampton Press
Hardback, 144 pages

In an age where the gospel is
blurred, self-examination is
critical and this book provides a
great tool for such examination.

The description on the back
cover describes its immense
value. It reads, “There are cer-
tain marks that only a true be-
liever in Jesus Christ pos-
sesses, and there are marks
that do not prove a man to be
in Christ at all. Yet all of these
signs are religious in nature. In
this important work, first pub-
lished in 1813, the author
shows which signs distinguish
a true Christian and which do
not. These include both internal
and external marks. Gardiner
Spring’s work is a solid intro-
duction to the kind of self-
examination through which we
must all put ourselves.”

Move this book to the top of
your reading list for 2010!

QUOTABLE QUOTE

“No man ever thought
too much of Christ.”

J. C. RYLE

OUR DAILY WALK Lord .spgsswnate COIl.VICtl.Ol’l about
the priority of prayer in His house.

THE CONVICTION OF JESUS

He had many. He had conviction
about His Father’s will (JOHN
4:34). He had conviction about the
priority of His people praying -
“And Jesus entered the temple and
drove out all who sold and bought
in the temple, and he overturned the
tables of the money-changers and
the seats of those who sold pigeons.
He said to them, “It is written, ‘My
house shall be called a house of
prayer,” but you make it a den of
robbers” (MATTHEW 21:12-13).

Convictions form a life and for
the Christian, convictions will de-
termine just how much we really
will enjoy our Lord. The conviction
Jesus has, and for us to embrace, is
the conviction about prayer.

In the Matthew text included in
the opening paragraph, we see our

Prayer was important and is impor-
tant to Jesus. He prayed all the time
while on earth and prays all the time
in His High Priestly role in heaven
(HEBREWS 7:23-25).

Do we carry that same type of
conviction? Especially when it
comes to prayer in His house. Like
corporate prayer meetings. C.H.
Spurgeon once said, “Well, you
may try to do without prayer meet-
ings if you like, but my solemn con-
viction is that, as these decline, the
Spirit of God will depart from you
and the preaching of the Gospel will
be of small account.”

Those are powerful and convict-
ing words. They should lead us to a
God-given conviction of commit-
ting to the Lord’s house for prayer
when His people gather for such.

tist Version was first
THE ?APTIST CATECHISM published in 1991, It

All through church

\\ history, the develop-
\ ment and use of con-
_. fessions and cate-
===="""" chisms have been
great tools to build the firm founda-
tions of the faith necessary for
healthy Christian living.

One such document has been

The Westminster Shorter Catechism
originally published in 1648. It has
been widely recognized by protes-
tants, and Baptists have shown their
hearty agreement with the Shorter
Catechism with only minor altera-
tions. Several publications pro-
duced by Baptists have emerged
based on The Westminster Shorter
Catechism, the most notable being
Keach’s Catechism (1693).

The Shorter Catechism: A Bap-

is also based upon The Westminster
Shorter Catechism.

Starting in the next issue of The
Quidnessett Banner, we are chang-
ing this section from what was
known as the “Did You Know?”
section, which focused on church
history, to questions from The
Shorter Catechism: A Baptist Ver-
sion.

Our desire is to help you and
your family grow in the necessary
theological truths of the Bible
which are foundational to live a life
worthy of the Lord and His gospel
(PHILIPPIANS 1:27).

The catechism questions are
brief, take us into the scriptures, and
will be great tools in either family
devotions or individual times with
the Lord in His Word.

3



QUIDNESSETT BAPTIST CHURCH
6356 Post Road
North Kingstown, RI 02852-1896

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Behold, the
Lamb of
God who & ’

takes away (¥ .
the sin of /? '

%’.'
the word! (& A7

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
North Kingstown, RI
Permit No. 140

Christ is All in All

OBC HAPPENINGS

DECEMBER 2009

X Young at Heart Christmas dinner and program will be held Tuesday,
December 8 at 5:30 p.m.

X Second Saturday of Service will be held December 12, meeting in
the library at 8:45 a.m.

X QBC Christmas Concert will be held December 20 at 6:00 p.m.
x QBC Christmas Eve service will be held at 5:00 p.m.

JANUARY 2010

X Young at Heart monthly fellowship will be held Tuesday, January 12
at 12:00 p.m.

X Second Saturday of Service will be held January 9, meeting in the
library at 8:45 a.m.
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The Quidnessett Banner is the bi-monthly
newsletter of Quidnessett Baptist Church.
It is free of charge and readily available
for all who would like to be placed on our
mailing list. If you desire to receive The
Quidnessett Banner in your home, simply
contact the church office.
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