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“You have set up a banner for those who fear you, that it 
may be displayed because of truth.”          Psalm 60:4
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ention the words 
“position of au-
thority” and im-
ages form of 

people with power, influence and 
deserving of respect. The Apostle 
Paul said, “For rulers are not a ter-
ror to good conduct, but to bad. 
Would you have no fear of the one 
who is in authority? Then do what 
is good, and you will 
receive his approval, for 
he is your servant for 
good” (ROM. 13:3-4).

Authority may also 
be powerful, influential, and re-
spected but in a harmful, negative 
way.  An example would be a man 
named Diotrephes.  We are intro-
duced to him by the Apostle John, 
“I have written something to the 
church, but Diotrephes, who likes to 
put himself first, does not acknowl-
edge our authority” (3 JN 1:9).

Abuse of authority is traceable 
throughout human history. From 
tyrants to dictators, we read of dev-
astating accounts of such abuse.  
And it isn’t just secular history 
where abuse of authority occurs. As 
we see in Diotrephes, when spiritual 
authority is abusive, it is catastro-
phic to the life of a church. The 
damage done to Jesus’ sheep is 

deep and lasting. 
This spiritual abuse 
may either be mali-
cious, like Diotrephes, 
or caused by spiritual 

neglect by those in authority who 
fail to understand the essential char-
acteristics of Biblical authority. One 
such characteristic is meekness.

In this issue of The Banner, we 
will explore the characteristic of 
meekness. It is an essential trait for 
Christ’s servants. 
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What do we need when awak-
ened to the reality of our sin?  What 
does the hurting soul long for with 
desperation?  It doesn’t matter our 
state or condition.  We might be the 
unbeliever becoming aware of our 
sinful separation from a holy God. 
Or we might be the believer whose 
spiritual life has been in coast mode 
for awhile with a lot of motion but 
no life giving substance in fellow-
ship with Christ. Both types of indi-
viduals need the same thing—we 
need an approachable Jesus.  

For the unbeliever, He is a Sav-
ior who initially must be received to 
remove the penalty of sin.  For the 
believer, He is a Savior who, after 
removal of the penalty of sin, we 
need as a present Savior delivering 
us from the power of sin. 

In both cases, we have an ap-
proachable Christ and the ap-

proachability of Jesus is found not 
only in His love, but in His meek-
ness — “Come to me, all who labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light" 
(MATT. 11:28-30).

Meekness allows for approach-
ability.  It sends forth a message of, 
“I know what you are.  I know what 
you are going through. I know 
where you have been.  And I am 
right there for you through thick and 
thin. Yes, you can approach me.”  

In looking at this wonderful 
command and invitation given by 
the approachable Jesus, let’s not 
begin with its benefit for us— rest 

for our souls—but from the broad 
scope of the invitation revealing the 
meekness of the Lord Jesus.

Jesus said, “Come to me, all who 
labor and are heavy laden.”  He did-
n’t say, “Come to me, all who have 
it together, all who think they have 
something of value to give Him, and 
all who want to add a little religious 
affiliation with Him to their lives.  
No, His invitation is for those who 
are at the end of their ropes, so to 
speak, who are drowning in their 
own sinful folly, and who are over-
whelmed with battling sin in the 
futile and exhausting strength of 
self.  It is those individuals who see 
in Jesus an invitation for relief be-
cause of His approachability.  

His meekness ensures we will be 
received when we come because it 
originates from the heart of the 
Meek One.

I remember  hearing it often in 
the Navy — “It is not the ten things 
in a row you did well that gets the 
attention.  It is the one thing wrong 
which gets all the attention.”  

As much as that seemed callous 
to me when I was a junior sailor, I 
quickly got it when I became senior 
in rank and in leadership roles. The 
pressure of mission demands, mis-
sion accomplishments, and the need 
for uncompromising standards of 
safety amplified mistakes to where 
they did get a lot more attention than 
all the things being done right.  And 
that was right—we learned from our 
mistakes, not our successes. 

There is a parallel in serving the 
Lord Jesus.  Spiritual service is 
wrought with spiritual failures and 
they are of great value.  

There are three primary tools God 
uses to mold His servants. The first 

one is suffering — “Although he was 
a son, he learned obedience through 
what he suffered” (HEB. 5:8). We 
may not understand the concept or 
need of Jesus learning obedience 
through suffering, but nevertheless, 
He did.  As His servants, we go 
through the same school—the school 
of suffering to learn obedience.

The second tool God uses in de-
veloping His servants is waiting.  
Waiting forms God’s servants into 
people who endure.  In patience we 
learn reliance upon His promises like 
Abraham — “And thus Abraham, 
having patiently waited, obtained the 
promise” (HEB. 6:15).

A third tool God uses is failure. 
Do you think Peter was the same 
servant he was before his denial of 
the Lord?  No way. His failure led to 
becoming the type of servant with 
the necessary requirement to serve 
others—meekness.  It is amazing 
what Godly sorrow leading to repen-

tance, then restoration will do in the 
heart of God’s servants.  It tempers a 
prideful heart.  It silences the urge to 
judge others.  It removes a “I would 
never do that” attitude when we hear 
of a brother or sister failing.  

God’s tools of suffering, waiting, 
and failure do a deep work in us. It is 
a work of meekness.  This makes us 
tolerant of others, willing to serve 
others, and to love others with a love 
void of selfishness.

Besides Peter, another example of 
this necessary requirement for ser-
vice is the Apostle Paul.  In response 
to being hurt by some in the Corin-
thian church, he came to them in 
opposite fashion — “I, Paul, myself 
entreat you, by the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ” (2 COR.10:1). 
They treated him with a lack of love 
and he responded with abundance of 
love. And true Christ-like love is 
always married to Christ-like meek-
ness.   

THE PASTOR’S PEN

GOSPEL GLIMPSES
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“Lord, open my eyes that I 
might behold wondrous things out 
of your law.”  Have we prayed that 
prayer when approaching our Bi-
ble?  If so, we are in good company.  
David prayed it, “Open my eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things 
out of your law” (PSALM 119:8).

How about this type of prayer 
when opening our Bibles — “Lord, 
grant me a meek and lowly heart as 
I open Your word.”  That one might 
not be as popular with us as the first 
prayer.  

The first prayer is about under-
standing and we need to always ap-
proach our Bibles with this petition 
of dependency.  The second prayer 
is about preparation and we need to 
always approach our Bibles with 
this petition also.  Understanding 
requires preparation.  A quick, 

“Lord, let me understand Your 
Word” accompanied with a busy 

heart or rushed time in the word 
will not yield understanding.  The 
work of preparation was omitted 
and where preparation is neglected, 
understanding is rarely achieved.

The Apostle James directs us to 
“Therefore put away all filthiness 
and rampant wickedness and re-
ceive with meekness the implanted 
word, which is able to save your 
souls” (JAMES 1:21).  He reveals 
the heart prepared for salvation is 
one adorned in meekness. We may 
extend this principle to the Christian 
life. We live by the Word illumi-
nated by the Spirit and obeyed 
through the Spirit.  Both require the 
reception of the Word in the spirit 
of meekness.  It is a meek spirit that 
is teachable.  Let’s pray for under-
standing—open our eyes—and 
preparation—a spirit of meekness. 

Our focus in this 
segment of The Ban-
ner is on the foun-
ders of the Salvation 
Army — William 

and Catherine Booth.  Did you 
know?

 Catherine Booth was a vora-
cious reader and had read the 
entire Bible along with theo-
logical and philosophical books 
before she was 12.

 William Booth was a vegetar-
ian, eating “neither fish, flesh, 
nor fowl.”

 Seven of the Booths’ eight 
natural children became world-
known preachers and leaders. 
Two were generals in The Sal-

vation Army.  Seven also pub-
lished songs that are still sung 
today.

 The first Salvation Army band 
was a father and three sons 
enlisted as bodyguards for Wil-
liam Booth. Today there are 
908 brass bands worldwide in 
addition to numerous smaller 
musical groups totaling almost 
75,000 members.

 The Salvation Army led in the 
formation of the USO, operat-
ing 3,000 service units for the 
armed services.

  The teenager, William Booth, 
was a pawnbroker’s apprentice.

 William Booth pioneered the 
mass production of safety 
matches.

DID YOU KNOW?

OUR DAILY WALK

CHRISTLESS 
CHRISTIANITY
Michael Horton
Baker Books

Hardback, 259 pages

Warning. This is an uncom-
fortable book to read.  Uncom-
fortable because Michael Hor-
ton confronts us with a very 
real and present danger in 
western Christianity.  The title 
says it all—Christless Christian-
ity.

Is it possible to have such a 
thing?  Writing with clarity, 
compassion, and thorough-
ness, Horton forces us to look 
at ourselves and realize the 
ease of “doing church” and be-
ing Christless. 

This is a very important book 
and one I think every Christian 
should read. It will challenge, 
encourage, probe, and even 
drive us to repentance and con-
fession leading to joyful fellow-
ship with Him who is Christian-
ity—the Lord Jesus. 

 QUOTABLE QUOTE

“Meekness in our Lord 
was not a weak bearing 
of evils, but a strong  
forbearance in the pres-
ence of evil.”

B. B. WARFIELD
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

QBC HAPPENINGS

OCTOBER 2009

 Second Saturday of Service will be held October 10, meeting in the 
library at 8:45 a.m.

 Young at Heart monthly fellowship will be held Tuesday, October 13 
at 12:00 p.m.

NOVEMBER 2009

 Young at Heart monthly fellowship will be held Tuesday, November 
10 at 12:00 p.m.

 Second Saturday of Service will be held November 14, meeting in 
the library at 8:45 a.m.

 QBC Family Thanksgiving Service will be held Thursday, November 
26, at 8:30 a.m.

MEEK AS A LAMB


