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Imagine being sent to an iso-
lated island or prison for a 
three year sentence of com-
plete isolation and you were  

told to pick three books, only three, 
to take with you.  They will be your 
only companions for three years.  
What would you take?  

This imaginary situation was 
proposed by an editor of a well-
known London newspaper. One 
hundred individuals of various oc-
cupations, members 
of parliament, uni-
versity professors, 
authors, and mer-
chants were sent a letter. It read, 
“Suppose you were sent to prison 
for three years and you could only 
take three books with you. Which 
three would you choose? Please 
state them in order of their impor-
tance.” Out of the replies, ninety-
eight put one book first on their list 
- a Bible.

Few of the participants were 
keen about religion with many not 

even church-goers; others were ag-
nostics or atheists.  

Why would ninety-eight out of a 
hundred individuals choose the Bi-
ble as their sole companion in isola-
tion? The power of the Word - “All 
scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in 
righteousness” (2 TIMOTHY 3:16)

Believers in the Lord Jesus are a 
book-based people. Take away our 

Bibles and we take away 
our Christ. God has de-
termined we are to grow 
in the grace and knowl-

edge of Him by His written Word. 
The health of the Christian is 

related to our intake and output of 
the Word.  Intake occurs by search-
ing and studying the Word. Out is 
living the Word.  

In this issue of The Banner, we 
will look at these three areas seek-
ing to be transformed by the power 
of the Word. 
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What happens when something 
extremely important to you is mis-
placed?  It is urgent. You must have 
the object.  Maybe it’s car keys or 
an important document that has es-
caped you.  How intense is your 
search?  When that occurs in my 
life, everything else comes to a 
screeching halt. Nothing else mat-
ters but to diligently search till the 
missing object is recovered. How 
intense is our searching of the Scrip-
tures to discover the Lord Jesus? 

Our Lord was dialoguing with 
the religious crowd of His time and 
gave them a very short, but pro-
found statement about the object to 
be sought from the Scriptures.  The 
conversation occurs in John’s Gos-
pel, chapter 5 - “You search the 
Scripture because you think that in 

them you have eternal life; and it 
is they that bear witness about 

me” (JOHN 5:39).
There are many lessons from 

Jesus’ words helping us when it 
comes to searching the Scriptures.  
Let’s consider just one of those les-
sons. The lesson is about assump-
tion. It is assumed a searching of the 
Scriptures is occurring in life - “You 
search the Scriptures” (JOHN 
5:39a).  Jesus acknowledges they 
did in fact search the Scriptures. 
Jesus knew the hearts of these reli-
gious people.  He knew they 
searched the Scriptures diligently. 
He also knows how serious and ear-
nest is our search of the Scriptures. 

I remember sitting in junior high 
school doing work and the teacher 
walking up and down the rows of 
students.  She would stop, look over 
our shoulder, and observe our work.  

The awareness of her presence and 
the desire for an affirming gesture 
made the study effort a little more 
intense than when she was seated at 
her desk, in front of the class, and 
buried in papers. 

As we come to our quiet times in 
the Word, we are to take a moment 
and consider what is about to un-
fold.  A neglect of the Word is cer-
tainly a sign of spiritual illness, but 
so also is the rushing into the Word 
without proper preparation. When 
we approach our Bibles, we are in-
vited to meet God. We must not let 
the routine of Christianity steal 
away the awe, the wonder, and the 
privilege of having the Scriptures. 

The next time we start to search 
the Scriptures, let’s take a moment 
and thank our heavenly Father for 
blessing us with His Book.  

Scripture memorization.  What 
thoughts come to mind?  I am sure 
more than one, but I’ll share just one 
of mine and see if we connect with 
each other - “Yes. I need to memo-
rize God’s Word. It helps me not to 
sin.”  David agrees - “Thy Word 
have I hidden in my heart that I 
might not sin against You” (PSALM 
119:11).

Faithful witnessing for the Lord 
Jesus.  What thoughts come to mind 
on that topic?  Again, I will let out 
one of mine and see if we are on the 
same page - “Yes. I am called to 
share Christ in my life and words. I 
am to be a witness.  Jesus affirms 
this truth - “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth”(ACTS 1:8)

Bible study.  How’s your thought 
life on this immensely important 
topic in our Christian life?  Here are 
a few thoughts from me - “Yes.  I 
need to be in a group study.  Yes. I 
need to cut some stuff out of my life 
giving me time to study my Bible.  
Yes.  I need more discipline to get 
into the Word.”  Those and many 
other statements reveal the tension 
between knowing I need to study the 
Bible and then encountering obsta-
cles preventing me from studying the 
Bible.  We each have tailored rea-
sons why we never get beyond devo-
tional reading of the Scriptures to the 
study and meditation of the Scrip-
tures. For me, there are two primary 
foes which battle against Bible study 
- the necessary time and the fatigue 
factor. It just seems that other things 
in life scream loudly for my time and 
push away disciplined Bible study 
time.  And then there is the tired fac-
tor.  Doesn’t it always seem that 

every time an opportunity for study 
of the Word, individually or in a 
group setting, comes along the fa-
tigue factor which seems to say, 
“You are too tired. You can’t con-
centrate anyway. Maybe tomorrow.” 

So, what can we do to make Bi-
ble study more consistent and mean-
ingful? At the danger of oversimpli-
fying this and even the greater dan-
ger of being labeled a legalist, let me 
offer just one help.  It comes from 
Paul’s second letter to Timothy -
“Study to show yourself approved, a 
worker who has no need to be 
ashamed, rightly handling the Word” 
(2 TIMOTHY 2:15).    

Want to be consistent in studying 
the Bible? Then just do it.  Make it 
an uncompromising and unwavering 
commitment.  I know that is simple, 
but remember, it is a command, not 
an option and our Lord tells us, “If 
you love me, you will keep my com-
mandments” (JOHN 14:15).  

THE PASTOR’S PEN

GOSPEL GLIMPSES
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Do you ever find the gulf wide 
between how much Scripture we 
know and how much Scripture we 
live? That is not to say we wear the 
mask of a hypocrite. I would hope 
and assume we don’t purposefully 
live contrary to known Scriptural 
truth. But, on the other hand, do we 
purposely live conforming to 
known Scriptural truth?  Do our 
lives reflect an actively growing 
obedience to the clear commands of 
scripture?  

Think about our last quiet time 
in the Word or that last sermon 
where the Spirit of God illumined 
an action from the Word we were to 
apply in our lives.  Did that illumi-
nation make its way into life appli-
cation?  

The Apostle James wrote, “But 
be doers of the Word, and not hear-

ers only, deceiving yourselves. For 
if anyone is a hearer of the Word 

and not a doer, he is like a man who 
looks intently at his natural face in a 
mirror. For he looks at himself and 
goes away and at once forgets what 
he was like” (JAMES 1:22-24).

I am not sure the problem living 
the Word is outright refusal to apply 
the Word.  That could be the case 
when it comes to exercising humil-
ity when prompted to seek forgive-
ness from another and we don’t act. 
Pride and self-justification does and 
will make us hearers of the Word 
and not doers. The problem is more 
that we forget the Word.  

Living the Scriptures requires an 
acquiring of the Word in our hearts 
followed by an application of the 
Word from our hearts.  Knowing 
must always include applying or the 
gulf between them will remain and 
even widen.

The age of the Puri-
tans has often been 
stated as a period in 
church history of 
great spiritual awak-

ing both in American and England. 
That influence continues today 
through the writings. Did you know 
these things about the American 
Puritans?
 In Puritan worship, a prayer 

could last an hour or more; a 
sermon, two hours. In a life-
time, a Puritan might hear 
15,000 hours of preaching.

 New England residents who 
failed to attend worship services 
on Sunday morning and after-
noon were fined or put into 
stocks.

 Worshipers in New England 

were assigned seats by a com-
mittee. Men and women sat on 
opposite sides.

 Within only six years of their 
arrival, while still trying to hew 
out an existence, the Puritans 
founded a religious college 
named Harvard.  Puritans 
wanted highly educated minis-
ters, not “Dumme Dogs”, as 
they called less-trained exam-
ples.

 Most weddings in New England 
were performed not by minis-
ters but by magistrates. Wed-
ding rings, seen as “popish” 
were not used.

 Puritans called Rhode Island the 
“latrine of New England” be-
cause it permitted all sorts of 
religious beliefs and made no 
religious requirements for citi-
zenship.

DID YOU KNOW?

OUR DAILY WALK

WHERE IS GOD 
IN ALL THIS?

Deborah Howard
P & R Publishing

Paperback, 155 pages
The back cover of this book 

has three questions printed in 
large print.  They are “Why 
me?”, “What did I do to deserve 
this?” and “Where is God in all 
this?”

Who has not, in the midst of 
suffering, asked or thought 
these questions? Suffering is a 
way of life. It shows no partial-
ity.  As believers in the Lord 
Jesus, how do we approach 
suffering?  And how do we min-
ister to those who are suffer-
ing?

Deborah Howard, a certified 
hospice and palliative nurse, 
offers us thirteen Biblical rea-
sons for why people suffer. She 
breaks her book into three 
parts - General Theology of 
Suffering, Purposes Common 
to All Suffering, and Purposes 
Specific to Some Suffering. 
This is a good resource to help 
us understand suffering.  

 QUOTABLE QUOTE

“You cannot read it too 
much.  Wear it out in 
reading”

WILLIAM ROMAINE 
(on reading the  Bible)
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

QBC HAPPENINGS
AUGUST 2009

 Second Saturday of Service will be held on the first Satur-
day this month, August 1st, meeting in the library at 8:45 
a.m.

 Vacation Bible School will be held the week of August 3rd 
through August 7th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 2009

 Second Saturday of Service will be held September 12th 
meeting in the library at 8:45 a.m.

 Annual QBC Family Picnic will be held Saturday, Septem-
ber 19th on the church grounds. 


