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he fear of God.  What  
comes to mind when we 
read those words? Three 
responses are possible.  

First, immediate dismissal from 
thought.  This response falls in line 
with the majority of the world’s 
population.  Paul confirms it in his 
letter to the Romans.  In describing 
a world alienated from 
God, he summarizes 
their miserable plight 
with these words—
there is no fear of God before their 
eyes (ROM. 3:18).

A second response to the words 
the fear of God is dread. This is a 
natural response when people are 
awakened to their sin realizing a 
perfect God has been personally 
offended by them. Unlike the first 
response, this one may be healthy, 
if it drives the awakened sinner to 
the Lord Jesus for deliverance from 

this fear of the just wrath from a 
righteous God. Paul commended the 
Thessalonians for turning to the 
living God and waiting for His Son, 
Jesus who delivers from the wrath 
to come (1 THESS. 1:9-10). 

The third response is a fear of 
awe and respect. It is in this type of 
fear the Christian is to walk. It pro-

duces love, adoration, 
and enjoyment of 
God. When it comes 
to the fear of God, it is 

the  dominant theme in the Bible. 
Did you know we are called to love 
God (His name, Law, and Word), a 
total of 88 times? The call to trust 
God (His name and Word) appears 
91 times, and when it comes to fear-
ing God (His name, Law, and 
Word), it appears 278 times. 

In this issue of The Banner, we 
will explore the important topic of 
the fear of God. 
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While growing up, I recall times 
I would hearing loving parents say 
words like, “You better listen, son. 
This is important” 

In those words were love and a 
warning. I may not have paid atten-
tion all the time, but from a parent’s 
viewpoint, it was meant for me to 
heed. It was that important.

Our Lord often taught by repeti-
tion. He would repeat Himself for 
emphasis. The reasons were obvi-
ous. What He was saying was seri-
ous and needed to be taken to heart. 

When it comes to the fear of 
God, Jesus used repetitive language 
to teach us the priority of whom we 
should fear. 

Here is the setting given by Luke 
when He did so. The crowd seeking 
Jesus had grown. The setting is one 

of hustle and bustle.  In the midst 
of all this, the Lord separated 

Himself from the bulging crowd for 
alone time with His disciples— In 
the meantime, when so many thou-
sands of the people had gathered 
together that they were trampling 
one another, he began to say to his 
disciples first (LUKE 12:1).

After warning them to beware of 
the Pharisees and the fact nothing in 
life is unnoticed and will not be hid-
den (LUKE 12:2-3), Jesus directs 
them to the fear of God with these 
words—"I tell you, my friends, do 
not fear those who kill the body, and 
after that have nothing more that 
they can do. But I will warn you 
whom to fear: fear him who, after 
he has killed, has authority to cast 
into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! 
(LUKE 12:4-5)

From this text, let’s make an ap-

plication which will help us live out 
the fear of God all the days of our 
lives.  It isn’t hard to detect the les-
son to practice—seek to fear God 
more than people—do not fear those 
who kill the body, fear him who has 
authority to cast into hell.  

When our fear of people is 
stronger than our fear of God, two 
results will occur. 

First, we will not consistently 
share the Gospel. The fear of peo-
ple’s responses will paralyze our 
tongue. We will be silent witnesses. 
A second result will be the tempta-
tion to compromise our holiness. out 
of a fear of people, we may partici-
pate in a worldly conversation or 
listen to ungodly influences. Jesus 
gives us a pretty stiff warning about 
the priority of our fear,  but, like all 
things He gives, it is for our good.    

What type of legacy do we want 
to leave when God fulfills His pur-
poses for us on earth?  

If we had to write the words for 
our headstone today, to be taken to 
the cemetery tomorrow, and given to 
the caretaker for action, how would 
it read? What would the stone at the 
front of our grave reveal about us?

I think taking a lead from Job 
would be hard to beat in coming up 
with an enduring legacy. Notice 
what is said of Job in chapter one of 
the Old Testament book bearing his 
name. It is mentioned twice— There 
was a man in the land of Uz whose 
name was Job, and that man was 
blameless and upright, one who 
feared God and turned away from 
evil (JOB 1:1).

The other reference is down a 
little in verse 8—And the LORD said 
to Satan, "Have you considered my 

servant Job, that there is none like 
him on the earth, a blameless and 
upright man, who fears God and 
turns away from evil?"

Twice Job is recognized as a 
“God-fearing” man.  And one of 
those times was a boast from God!

When it comes to legacies, in our 
communities, churches, and most 
importantly in our most intimate re-
lational setting, our families, the rec-
ognition of being a God-fearing per-
son would be the highest affirmation 
one may receive. I cannot think of a 
greater thing to leave behind!    

One of the choice servants of the 
Lord Jesus ever to proclaim the 
name of Christ was Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon. A gifted preacher, a stal-
wart for the truth, and a man with a 
passion for God and people, his abil-
ity to use words with eloquence, 
relevance, and deep spirituality knew 
no rivals.  He exhorts us with these 
words, “Oh, Christian men and 

women, be thorough in what you do 
and know and teach! Let your fami-
lies be trained in the fear of God, and 
be yourselves ‘holiness unto the 
Lord;’ so shall you stand like a rock 
amid the surging waves of error and 
ungodliness which rage around us.” 
That is a wonderful encouragement 
to develop the fear of the Lord.

So, what will our legacy be? We 
will leave one. The question isn’t 
whether we will leave a legacy. The 
real question is what will it be? We 
are actually writing it each day of 
our lives, and it is being observed by 
all those with whom we come in 
contact. 

What a legacy for someone to 
read just above our grave on our 
headstone, “Here was a God-fearing 
man or woman”!  Let’s start this 
very moment to be “Job-like” -
walking in the fear of God and turn-
ing away from all evil. It will be a 
legacy worth remembering.  

THE PASTOR’S PEN

GOSPEL GLIMPSES
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Imagine being in a church which 
enjoyed peace among its members, 
constantly building each other up in 
the faith, and experiencing God’s 
blessings of genuine growth.  Give 
me directions; I’m heading there the 
very next time their door is open.

The picture painted above isn’t 
idealistic. It is God’s picture of 
what is to be normal in His church.  
And not just in the pages of our 
New Testament. It’s supposed to be 
like that in our churches today.  The 
picture above is not the perfect 
church, but it is the picture of the 
normal church. Is it possible? Abso-
lutely and we have been given the 
ingredients to make it happen even 
in our churches.

The ingredients are found in the 
book of the Acts of the Apostles—
So the church throughout all Judea 

and Galilee and Samaria had 
peace and was being built up. And 

walking in the fear of the Lord and 
in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it 
multiplied (ACTS 9:31).  

The church thrives when its 
members interact with one another 
in “the fear of the Lord” and “the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit”.  Take 
those two ingredients out and the 
ugliness of self takes over. Wel-
come pride and self-expression ex-
hibited in a lack of humility, unfor-
giving hearts, critical spirits, and a 
tendency to think our way is the 
only way. 

The fear of God enables us to 
see Him as He is and ourselves as 
we are. Then, and only then, do we 
properly interact with one another 
in love and patience. Get those 
views, and we are closer to enjoying 
the blessings of being together in 
the “perfect” church!

Charles and John 
Wesley are well-
known across a wide 
range of Christen-
dom.  Whether from 

preaching or hymn writing, God 
used these two brothers to spark 
revival on two continents.  Did you 
know?
 The Wesley brothers never 

hitched a ride from college—
they walked the 150 miles to 
Epworth instead. They read 
books on the journey with John 
maintaining that reading for 10 
of his 25 daily miles never 
caused any harm.  

 Charles admitted to a caffeine 
addiction. In 1746 he tried to 
give up tea, but writes, “My 
flesh protested against it. I was 

but half awake and half alive all 
day; and my headache so in-
creased toward noon, that I 
could neither speak nor think. 
This so weakened me, that I 
could hardly sit on my horse.”

 Susanna Wesley was not quite 
sure what to make of her sons’ 
conversion experiences. She 
wrote to Charles, “I think you 
are fallen into an odd way of 
thinking. You say that till 
within a few months you had no 
spiritual life, nor any justifying 
faith. Now this is as if a man 
should affirm he was not alive 
in his infancy, because when an 
infant he did not know he was 
alive. All, then, that I can gather 
from your letter is that till a lit-
tle while ago you were not so 
well satisfied of your being a 
Christian as you are now.”

DID YOU KNOW?

OUR DAILY WALK

THE FEAR OF GOD
John Bunyan

Soli Deo Gloria
Hardback, 217 pages

John Bunyan is known by 
many for his book Pilgrim’s 
Progress. Apart from the Bible, 
Pilgrim’s Progress is the most 
widely read and published book 
in the world.  

But what may not be known is 
that Bunyan wrote many books 
beyond Pilgrim’s Progress. One 
of his finest books is The Fear 
of God. 

In his book, Bunyan shows 
the fear of God is the constant 
description which the Scrip-
tures gives of true religion. He 
further states, “It is the begin-
ning of wisdom and the source 
of all happiness.”

Some feel reading a book first 
printed 330 years ago is too 
difficult and irrelevant.  Neither 
are true. This book is readable 
and timely for our day.  If you 
have never read a book of 
God’s fear, let Bunyan be your 
first! 

 QUOTABLE QUOTE

“Christian, let God’s 
distinguishing love to 
you be a motive to you 
to fear Him greatly.”

JOHN BUNYAN
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

QBC HAPPENINGS
APRIL 2009

 Maundy Thursday service will be held April 9 at 7:00 p.m.

 EMF Combined Good Friday service will be held April 10 at 7:00 p.m.

 Second Saturday of service will be held April 11 meeting in the library 
at 8:45 a.m.

 Young at Heart monthly fellowship will be held Tuesday, April 14 at 
12:00 p.m.

MAY 2009

 Annual Missions Conference will be held Friday, May 1 through Sun-
day, May 3 (call the church for details)

 Second Saturday of service will be held May 9 meeting in the library 
at 8:45 a.m.

 Young at Heart monthly fellowship will be held Tuesday, May 12 at 
12:00 p.m.
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