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Psalm 60:4

“You have set up a banner for those who fear you, that it
may be displayed because of truth.”

“Pleasing God,

Making Disciples

of

Jesus Christ”
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esolutions. A rather

popular word this

time of the year!

By now, I wonder
how many of New Year’s resolu-
tions have fizzled and rest in the
land of abandoned dreams? Like the
one | had—get The Banner mailed
out on the second day in January.

ing from more exercise, a change of
diet, less time being a workaholic
and more time at home, etc.

I don’t question the motivation
just the orientation. There was a set
of resolutions penned at one time
which every Christian should read.
Even adopt some of them. They
came from the heart and mind of a

All is not lost.
My “new” New

“Resolutions are good
spiritual tools to use not

young preacher in
New England

Year’s resolution  fleshly chains to enslave us.” from 1722 and

is to write The
Banner on the second day of Janu-
ary. That would be today!

I actually don’t put much stock
in New Year’s resolutions. Let me
rephrase that, I don’t put any stock
in them. And I really didn’t make
any resolutions about The Banner.
More like achievable goals. I guess
it’s the same principle.

Many people make a big deal
out of New Year resolutions. Rang-

1723. And they
were just a few thoughts and goals
throw together. There were seventy
of them and they became purpose
statements for his life. His name
was Jonathan Edwards and his reso-
lutions provide a wealth of profit-
able instruction.

In this issue of THE BANNER,
we will seek to let Jonathan Ed-
wards “speak” through a few of his
helpful resolutions.
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GOSPEL GLIMPSES

THE PREAMBLE
(To Jonathan Edwards’ Resolutions)

Edwards began his resolutions
with a commitment to dependency
on God and consistency.

He writes, “Being sensible that [
am unable to do anything without
God’s help, I do humbly entreat
Him by His grace to enable me to
keep these Resolutions, so far as
they are agreeable to His will, for
Christ’s sake. Remember to read
over these Resolutions once a
week.”

It is that time of the year when
well intended goals are established.
And spiritual ones at that. We may
have committed to reading our Bi-
bles through this year. Perhaps we
established a goal to pray more con-

sistently in 2009. Or even de-
cided more faithful attendance to
prayer meetings, Bible studies, and
church. Those are noble and worthy
goals, but in order to make them
become godly disciplines instead of
frustrating failures, we need to heed
Edwards’ preamble.

It starts with total dependency
upon God. Edwards didn’t start with
what he was resolved to do. It was
not about getting busy with spiritual
development through seventy reso-
lutions. And our path to spiritual
growth doesn’t start with our re-
solve to get “more time in the Book
and on our knees”. It starts with the
cry of dependence on the Lord.

In the familiar fifteenth chapter
of John’s gospel, we find these all-
encompassing and conclusive words
of our Lord concerning our ability
for anything—/ am the vine; you

are the branches. Whoever abides in
me and I in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you
can do nothing (JOHN 15:5).

Want a quick way to get frus-
trated before the new year even gets
some traction? Hastily make spiri-
tual goals and resolutions without
prayer and awareness of depend-
ency on Jesus and those goals and
resolutions will fizzle fast. We
might get into February, but soon
after, they will probably be gone
like the clutter in a room after spring
cleaning.

We need goals to help in our
spiritual development. But before
we start listing them, let’s get the
first one down—to seek to maintain
total dependency on Jesus to accom-
plish anything in 2009. Jonathan
Edwards started well and ended
well. May we do likewise!

THE PASTOR’S PEN

RESOLUTION # 1
(Of Jonathan Edwards’ Resolutions)

1. Resolved, that I will do whatso-
ever I think to be most to God’s
glory, and my own good, profit and
pleasure, in the whole of my dura-
tion, without any consideration of
the time, whether now, or ever so
many myriads of ages hence. Re-
solved to do whatever I think to be
my duty, and most for the good and
advantage of mankind in general.
Resolved to do this, whatever diffi-
culties I meet with, how many and
how great soever.

It is only fitting to include the
first resolution for as Dr. Steve Law-
son put it, “The first resolution sets
the tone for all that follow.”

What we see clearly is the pas-
sion of Edwards for God’s glory, a

sense of obligation, and a desire to
impact people. What a great sum-
mary of the Christian life! First, we
live exclusively for God’s glory.
Second, we see, as His creation and
His redeemed children, a loving obli-
gation to not live in sinful passions,
but godly fear, and third, we strive to
do good for all people.

As one ponders this resolution,
what scriptural support comes to
mind undergirding Edwards’ excel-
lent resolution? I thought immedi-
ately of our Lord’s dialogue with a
lawyer—And one of them, a lawyer,
asked him a question to test him.
"Teacher, which is the great com-
mandment in the Law?" And he said
to him, "You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.
This is the great and first command-
ment. And a second is like it: You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.
On these two commandments depend

all the Law and the Prophets”
(MATTHEW 22:35-40).

The two greatest commands
would serve us with ultimate goals
for 2009 and for life. To be enabled
to love the Lord our God with all of
our being because of Christ’s sacri-
fice is a privilege beyond descrip-
tion. To seek to love the Lord our
God with all of our being is chal-
lenge beyond description. It will
take every ounce of effort, grace em-
powered effort that is, to daily pur-
sue this goal. And it should be the
greatest toil we ever undertake be-
cause it is the pursuit of the greatest
treasure ever given—the Lord Jesus.

Jonathan Edwards was mindful of
the obstacles to his lifelong resolu-
tion to live for God’s glory. He
knew the prize would be won only
by the diligent and persevering saint
who counted all sufferings nothing
compared to the glorious riches of
knowing Christ Jesus, the Lord.
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THE UNWAVERING
RESOLVE OF
JONATHAN EDWARDS
Dr. Steven Lawson
Reformation Trust
Hardback, 168 pages

This is the second volume in
the series A Long Line of Godly
Men by Dr. Steven Lawson.

Jonathan Edwards is often
remembered for his sermon
“Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God”, however, he was
godly man more than just this
famous sermon. Consumed
with a desire to live for God’s
glory, he composed a set of
resolutions to guide his conduct
in all areas of life.

The focus of this book is to
challenge us to see and model
the type of resolve Edwards
had for personal holiness.

This is an important book and
one | highly recommend is in-
cluded on our reading list for
2009. It will help in our pursuit
of living for His glory and the
development of self-discipline.

QUOTABLE QUOTE

“Let there be something of
benevolence, in all that |
speak.”

JONATHAN EDWARDS

018130 VNID'QL/ NG orin Luther was right, “The
Christian life is one of daily repen-

RESOLUTION # 3
(Of Jonathan Edwards’ Resolutions)

3. Resolved, if ever I shall fall
and grow dull, so as to neglect to
keep any part of these Resolutions,
to repent of all I can remember,
when I come to myself again.

Edwards’ third resolution fo-
cused on repenting of any failures
in keeping his resolutions. Before
we consider an application for us,
let’s remind ourselves of the nature
of true repentance.

The word repentance means a
change of mind and in the scriptures
includes the change of heart and
mind. If God grants true repen-
tance, a life is changed for repen-
tance is 180-degree change of direc-
tion. For the believer, repentance is
life-long, not just at conversion.

tance.” And where true repentance
occurs, the sin repented of does not
continue a habit.

For Edwards, he held himself to
high standards and viewed person
failure to keep himself to his re-
solves as sin requiring repentance.

What application may we take
away from this resolution? How
about this? When we say we are
going to do something, we do it. If
we fail, we repent and seek recon-
ciliation. Ever tell someone you
would pray for them and forget?
We didn’t keep our word. Follow
Edwards in repentance. Ever tell
the Lord you would serve Him by
serving others and not follow
through? Follow Edwards in repen-
tance. This is a great resolution to
challenge us to keep our word with
others.

DID YOU KNOW?

W What was persecu-

‘ \\ tion like in the early

y church? How were

- , Christians treated?

===="""" Here are some inter-

esting facts of what it was like dur-
ing those turbulent times.

¢ One of the leading charges
against Christians in the Empire
was that they were “atheists,”
that it, they did not worship the
pagan deities and so did not
participate in the social and
civic activities that involved
homage to them.

e  Perhaps the most severe perse-
cution, the “Great Persecution,”
was also the last, beginning in
303 and continuing off and on
in places until 324.

e [t is estimated that more people

have been martyred for Christ
in the past fifty years than in the
church’s first three hundred
years.

The apostle Peter, arrested un-
der Nero, is said to have been
crucified upside-down. Peter
requested this position because
he did not consider himself
worthy to die in the same man-
ner as his Lord.

The Coliseum in Rome, where
tradition holds that many Chris-
tians were martyred there,
seated about 45,000 spectators
under protective canopies to
watch animal combats and
gladiatorial battles.
Persecution grew out of both
animosity by the populace as
well as from deliberate govern-
ment policy.
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OBC HAPPENINGS

FEBRUARY 2009

e Young at Heart monthly fellowship will be held Tuesday, February 10
at 12:00 p.m.

e Second Saturday of Service will be held February 14, meeting in the
library at 8:45 a.m.

MARCH 2009

¢ Young at Heart monthly fellowship will be held Tuesday, March 10 at
12:00 p.m.

e Second Saturday of Service will be held March 14, meeting in the
library at 8:45 a.m.
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The Quidnessett Banner is the bi-monthly
newsletter of Quidnessett Baptist Church.
It is free of charge and readily available
for all who would like to be placed on our
mailing list. If you desire to receive The
Quidnessett Banner in your home, simply
contact the church office.
QUIDNESSETT BAPTIST CHURCH
6356 Post Road
North Kingstown, Rl 02852
401-884-9111
Email: office@qgbchurch.org

Website: www.gbchurch.org




