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he words “I am pray-
ing for you” reveal 
some of the most 
comforting words 

one believer shares with another.
Intercessory prayer. Perhaps 

nothing so exemplifies the mature 
Christian than laboring in prayer for 
fellow saints.  Paul recognized this 
in the godly man Epaphras, who 
ministered to the 
believers in the 
church at Colos-
sae. —Epaphras, 
who is one of you, 
a servant of Christ Jesus, greets 
you, always struggling on your be-
half in his prayers, that you may 
stand mature and fully assured in 
all the will of God (COL. 4:12).  

As we read Paul’s testimony of 
“praying Epaphras”, a few encour-
aging truths ring forth about the 
work of intercessory prayer.  Yes, 

work. True and effectual prayer 
does not come naturally. It is a con-
flict and met with great forces of 
evil in the high places (EPH. 6:12). 

First, servants of Christ pray for 
others.  The Lord Jesus lives today 
making intercession for His people 
(HEB. 7:25). So goes our Master, 
so go we, in the work of interces-
sory prayer.  Second, prayer is a 

struggle. We may not 
think so, but that only 
reveals we don’t really 
understand prayer. Just 
take a moment and read 

the account of our Lord in the Gar-
den of Gethsemane to see the strug-
gle often associated with prayer.  

A high calling of God to His 
people is to be a people of prayer 
and primarily, a people of interces-
sory prayer. In this issue of THE 
BANNER, we will explore the topic 
of intercessory prayer.
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"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 
demanded to have you, that he 
might sift you like wheat, but I have 
prayed for you that your faith may 
not fail. And when you have turned 
again, strengthen your brothers."  
(LUKE 22:31-32).

It is one thing to have someone 
hold a grudge or desire your hurt. 
People hurt people all the time. Yes, 
even Christians inflect hurt on each 
other.  Who has not felt the sting of 
piercing words from a brother or 
sister?  It should never be that way, 
but the reality of life, even the 
Christian life, is the tongue gets 
loose, attitudes develop, and critical 
spirits come forth causing “heart 
damage” to the one on the receiving 
end.

As bad as it is that we hurt each 

other, take it to the level of who is 
desiring Simon’s hurt. Satan. The 

Lord doesn’t just say, “Simon, the 
devil wants to make life a little in-
convenient.”  No, Satan is demand-
ing Simon and he wants to “wring 
him out” like wringing out a wet 
bath or kitchen towel. If one wants 
to get the feel for what sifting by 
Satan is like, take some time and 
read the book of Job. That is first 
class sifting right there!

We are naïve and deceived if we 
think Satan isn’t in the sifting mode 
today.  And we are easy prey if we 
don’t think of him actively involved 
as a “roaring lion seeking to de-
vour” us (1 PETER 5:8).

 An important work of interces-
sory prayer is to adopt the petition 
our Lord Jesus offered for His ser-
vant, Simon—the petition for sus-
taining faith.  Jesus did not pray that 

the sifting would be removed, but 
that Simon’s faith would not fail. 

This distinction must go deep in 
our souls. We need sifting. It re-
moves the “uglies” remaining in our 
lives and hearts.  The fruitful Chris-
tian is the purged Christian (JOHN 
15:1-2). No sifting, no fruit-bearing 
and the world sees no Christ, no 
Gospel, and His church is reduced 
to mere social gathering of spiritu-
ally anemic people.

As we labor in intercessory 
prayer, seeking to pray for sustain-
ing faith is essential. The race of 
faith seems so long, the fight of 
faith so intense, and the course of 
faith so treacherous. Such high call-
ings demand the intercessory work 
of fellow prayer warriors. Bringing 
each other to the throne of grace 
gives evidence of our love for one 
another.

I was given this in late October 
from a dear man of God who insisted 
I include it in this issue of THE 
BANNER.  Without reading it and 
with much insistence from him, I 
agreed.  Here is his poem . . .

THIS TRIBUTE TO OUR PASTOR 

His time is not his own,
For God has called him for this work
    and directs him from His throne;
I marvel at his schedule,
It takes courage, love, and nerve;
Our pastor wouldn’t change a thing,
This privilege to serve.

He preaches, and there’s meetings,
    with the board, and with the staff,
He visits those in need or sick,
The phone can drive him daft.
When a member church has troubles,             
    or their pastors taken ill,

He’s the first to do all he can,
   Even will, their pulpit fill.

The trustees, and the deacons, 
   will take the pastor’s side,
Though slow at finding answers
The problems they can find.
The pastor’s wife accepts it all,
   with patience, love, and care,
   and with his congregation,
   his attentions has to share.

Speakers must be entertained,
He takes it all in stride.
His problems hid behind his smile,
He knows God is on his side.
So if you think your life at times,
   is testing and a trial,
Change if for a pastor’s lot
   for just a little while.

God sure expects an awful lot
   from servants that He calls;
It’s only in His strength and will,
 pastors stand when most would fall.

How can he work the way he does, 
God’s mandate tries to heed,
His secret’s very simple,
It’s accomplished on his knees.

Written
by

Howard R. Catley

In light of last month, October, 
being Pastor Appreciation Month, I 
understood brother Catley’s poem as 
I read it.  I am grateful for the kind 
and encouraging words he wrote!

On a further personal note, it is a 
great privilege to be one of our pas-
tors in QBC.  God’s amazing grace 
that saves us, calls and empowers us 
to serve His people, in His church, is 
an honor beyond description.

For all the saints in QBC, thank-
you for being the sheep of His pas-
ture and allowing me to serve and 
love with you.  

Pastor Jim

THE PASTOR’S PEN

GOSPEL GLIMPSES
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I recently stumbled upon a non-
assuming little paperback book 
called THE HIDDEN LIFE OF 
PRAYER by David Macintyre.  

Chapter two is titled, The 
Equipment, and lays out three ne-
cessities, if there is going to be fer-
vency, effectiveness, and consis-
tency in one’s prayer life.  The au-
thor writes, “The equipment for the 
inner life of prayer is simple.” Be-
fore I give you the equipment he 
expounds, Mr. Macintyre does rec-
ognize these are not easily ob-
tained. However, unless they are 
sought and kept in place, prayer 
will be sporadic, if not frustrating, 
and likely just given over to “lip 
service”.

The first piece of prayer equip-
ment is a quiet place. For most of 
us, this isn’t too difficult. In our 

Lord’s Sermon on the Mount, He 
tell us to go to “our closet” for 

prayer (MATT. 6:6). Finding a 
quiet place is essential to avoid the 
external distractions easily taking 
us away from the work of prayer.

The second piece of prayer 
equipment is a quiet hour.  Macin-
tyre is not referring to a specific 
element of time. He is instructing 
us to ensure we don’t allow all the 
busy demands of a temporal world 
to leave no time for prayer. 

The third piece of prayer equip-
ment is a quiet heart. And here lies 
our greatest challenge. A quiet 
heart is one, under the Spirit’s con-
trol, who has learned to master and 
keep mastered inward distractions 
against prayer. 

To be effective intercessors, we 
need the right equipment in place 
— the right equipment of the three 
“quiet necessities”.

One of the more fa-
mous evangelists in 
church history was 
Dwight L. Moody. 
He earned the nick-

name “Crazy Moody” due to his 
unconventional way, but was used 
greatly by the Lord in bringing 
many people to Himself. 

Here are some interesting 
“tidbits” about D.L. Moody . . .

 The first time he applied for 
church membership it was de-
nied him because he failed an 
oral examination on Christian 
doctrine.

 Moody ministered to soldiers in 
the American Civil War.

 President Abraham Lincoln vis-
ited Moody’s Sunday School.

 D. L. Moody was never pastor 
of the church that grew out of 
his Sunday school work and 
that today bears his name.

 It is estimated that Moody trav-
eled more than one million 
miles and addressed more than 
one hundred million people dur-
ing his evangelistic career.

 Moody once preached on Cal-
vary’s hill on an Easter Sunday.

 Moody was personally ac-
quainted with George Muller, 
the orphanage founder; Lord 
Shaftesbury, the great social 
reformer; and Charles Haddeon 
Spurgeon, the prince of preach-
ers.

 He was responsible for two 
Christian publishing companies 
that remain today.

 Moody left home at age 17 and 
became a shoe salesman. 

DID YOU KNOW?

OUR DAILY WALK

SINGING IN THE FIRE
Faith Cook

Banner of Truth
Paperback, 189 pages

 A good discipline for the 
growing Christian is the reading 
of spiritual biographies. In do-
ing so, the soul is fed and en-
couraged along the pilgrim way 
to our home above. To read of 
saints who have since gone to 
their reward in glory provides 
strength for the journey as we 
run our race. SINGING IN THE 
FIRE by Faith Cook is a book 
providing such value. It is sure 
to warm the heart and fuel our 
perseverance to fight the good 
fight of faith.

This book contains fourteen 
accounts of saints who knew 
adversity, but were “singing in 
the fire”.  Drawing from the old 
and modern, from familiar 
names to perhaps the not-so-
familiar, SINGING IN THE 
FIRE is a riveting book and a 
worthy addition to the libraries 
in our homes and hearts.

 QUOTABLE QUOTE

“Prayer, it is the very 
natural breath of faith.”

WILLIAM GURNALL
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QBC HAPPENINGS
DECEMBER 2008

 Men’s Fellowship studying THE FIGHT TO THE DEATH will be held 
Tuesday, December 9 at 7:30 p.m. in the church library

 Second Saturday of service will be held December 13th, meeting in 
the library at 8:45 a.m.

 Young at Heart Christmas program will be held Tuesday, December 
16th at 5:30 p.m. for dinner and a musical presented by the Blasers 
family following dinner.

JANUARY 2009

 Men’s Fellowship studying THE FIGHT TO THE DEATH will be held 
Tuesday, January 6th at 7:30 p.m. in the church library

 Second Saturday of service will be held January 10th meeting in the 
library at 8:45 a.m.

 Young at Heart monthly fellowship will be held Tuesday, January 
13th at 12:00 p.m.

 QBC Family annual meeting will be held Sunday, January 25th.  


