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t averages only four inches 
in length. It has the power 
to cut so deep and leave a 
wound wide open for a 

long time. Without divine grace, the 
hurts caused by this little member 
will not heal. 

However, it has tremendous po-
tential for good.  Rightly used, it 
may encourage a downcast soul be-
yond measure. It 
may lighten the 
load of a weary 
saint to fight on 
another day.  Yes, 
it has great power for both good and 
evil.  By now, I am sure it has been 
revealed in your mind.  It is the 
tongue.  Read the words of James 
about this powerful instrument God 
has given His choice creation - So 
also the tongue is a small member, 
yet it boasts of great things. How 
great a forest is set ablaze by such a 

small fire! And the tongue is a fire, 
a world of unrighteousness. The 
tongue is set among our members, 
staining the whole body, setting on 
fire the entire course of life, and set 
on fire by hell. For every kind of 
beast and bird, of reptile and sea 
creature, can be tamed and has 
been tamed by mankind, but no hu-
man being can tame the tongue. It is 

a restless evil, full of 
deadly poison. With it 
we bless our Lord and 
Father, and with it we 
curse people who are 

made in the likeness of God. From 
the same mouth come blessing and 
cursing. My brothers, these things 
ought not to be so (JAM. 3:5-10).

In this issue of THE BANNER, 
we are going to take a look at our 
tongues or better yet, our speech. 
May the Lord of all grace teach us   
wise lessons on speech.
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He had every right to defend 
Himself.  Not a word of accusation 
against Him carried any weight of 
truth.  He could have stopped the 
mockery of the whole scene with 
one word.  He did not.  In fact, pick 
up the scene in Matthew’s Gospel—
But when He was accused by the 
chief priests and elders, He gave no 
answer. Then, Pilate said to Him, 
“Do you not hear how many things 
they testify against You?” But He 
gave him no answer, not to a single 
charge, so that the governor was 
greatly amazed (MATT. 27:12-14)

Let’s dive into this amazing dis-
play of “speech-control” by our 
Lord Jesus. He sets the standards 
when the “battle of words” is ready 
to call for war between conflicting 
individuals.

First, the Lord did not meet false 
accusations with a rush to per-

sonal defense—But when He was 
accused by the chief priests and eld-
ers, He gave no answer.  Our Lord 
was not immune to hurtful words.  
He would be hurt more than anyone 
for He is the Creator who deserves 
ONLY good words spoken of Him 
by His creation. When we are faced 
with slander, gossip, or just unkind, 
unjustified words about us, our first 
response is put up the shields and 
slice back in defense. That is what 
pride does. Humility answers like 
Jesus—He gave no answer. Paul 
learned this lesson. He was verbally 
abused by the Corinthians. How did 
he react?  Check out this response—
But with me it is a very small thing 
that I should be judged by you or by 
any human court. It is the Lord who 
judges me (1 COR. 4:3-4).  Now 

that is a display of speech control! 
Give no space to false accusations. 
A defense against such is never re-
ceived by the accusers anyway.

A second lesson from the Lord 
Jesus is the power of silence.  His 
refusal to engage in dialogue with 
His unjustified accusers and their 
slander didn’t go unnoticed by the 
onlookers. The governor wasn’t just 
impressed.  Matthew writes, So that 
the governor was greatly amazed.  
Can’t you just seem him lying 
awake that night and remembering 
the tremendous restraint and control 
Jesus displayed in the most trying of 
times?  Our witness of the grace of 
God and walk with Jesus is often 
more lasting and influential in our 
speech by what WE DON’T SAY 
that WHAT WE DO SAY.  Let’s 
seek to know when it is better to be 
silent than to speak!

I wouldn’t bite on the bait.  I 
know from past experience, painful 
past experiences, that the bait is eas-
ily taken, but the hook sinks deep.  
Like those arrows David mentions in 
PSALM 38—For Your arrows have 
sunk into me and Your hand has 
come down on me (PSALM 38:2). 
Those are arrows of divine chastise-
ment and if we take the bait I am 
talking about, get ready for the Di-
vine Bow to fire arrows of convic-
tion into your heart. Even if the bait 
contains truth.

What is the bait I am talking 
about?  Here it is . . . You are in a 
conversation and the other party be-
gins a dreaded sentence with words 
like, “Did you hear about  . . . (add a 
name)?”  What follows is usually 
something not very good about the 
person, or it is certainly not going to 
build them up.  And sadly, the body 

of Christ practices way too much 
“Did you hear about” or “What do 
you think of (add another name)” 
type of conversations around 
“fellowship” or social gatherings.  
James is right on when it comes to 
the tongue being untamable. It is 
very easy to take the bait of speech 
not building someone up.

I remember my mother always 
“preaching” to me the proverb, “If 
you don’t have something good to 
say about someone, don’t say any-
thing.”  That sounds like Paul’s in-
struction to the EPHESIANS—Let 
no corrupting talk come out of your 
mouths, but only such as is good for 
building up, as fits the occasion, that 
it may give grace to those who hear 
(EPHESIANS 4:29).

Consider a couple of “speech ap-
plications” from this extremely diffi-
cult, but practical verse.  First, there 
is no “loophole” in the instruction. 
Paul said, “No” corrupting words are 

to come out of our mouths.  The 
word “corrupt” or “corrupting” 
translates “putrid or rotten” as with 
fruit.  Not hard to paint that picture! 
If it does not help a person, it harms.  
We must strive to remember words 
produce one of two results—they 
hurt or they help.

Another lesson on speech, it must 
be thought through before sent 
forth—but only such as is good for 
building up.  If we are to heed this, 
we need to think this. The tongue 
cuts most when left uncontrolled. As 
we engage in conversation and the 
bait is set to talk about someone 
negatively, we need to stop the 
presses, and engage the mind. Ask 
the question, “Am I about to build up 
or tear down?” Think before we 
speak is another good proverb to 
practice.

So, when we feel the bait being 
presented, no biting.  The hook 
causes way too much pain!

THE PASTOR’S PEN

GOSPEL GLIMPSES
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The words rang through the 
ship’s general announcing system, 
“Fire is out of control.”  That is the 
most frightful sentence one may 
hear when on a ship at sea. Fortu-
nately, it was a fire drill and not a 
real live emergency.

When our speech is out of con-
trol, it is not a drill.  And it, too, is 
frightening for all within earshot of 
its venom. Yet, it goes beyond be-
ing frightening. It grieves and not 
just earthbound people. It grieves 
the heart of the One who always 
spoke gracious words—And all 
spoke well of Him and marveled at 
the gracious words that were com-
ing from His mouth (LUKE 4:22).  
Let’s make sure we really under-
stand Luke’s description of Jesus’ 
speech. It does not mean passivity 
toward proclaiming truth or having 

difficult conversations. To be gra-
cious in words doesn’t shy from 

difficult topics, but it does mean 
one must be controlled in the heart. 

As we think about our speech, it 
is necessary to strive to be gracious 
like Jesus. That takes being Spirit-
filled and Spirit-controlled. And 
this control is outside of our abil-
ity. Grace and gracious speech are 
close friends. Grace wants to and is 
available to make us gracious in 
our speech. Always. We lose 
speech control by choice.

Here is something to help to-
ward the noble goal of gracious 
speech. Before we speak in a trying 
situation, let’s take a minute and 
think, “Would what I am about to 
say be something I would say in 
Jesus’ presence?”  That’s a sure-
fire way to help control speech be-
cause if we think about it, He is 
present, as He said—ALWAYS!

Here are some inter-
esting facts about 
faith and the Ameri-
can presidency.  Did 
you know?

 Abraham Lincoln was the first 
president to use the phrase “this 
nation under God.”

 The words “under God” were 
added to the Pledge of Alle-
giance by Dwight Eisenhower.

 Theodore Roosevelt favored the 
removal of the motto “In God 
We Trust” from newly minted 
coins because he thought that 
the association of God and 
money was “sacrilegious” and 
that it cheapened and trivialized 
the trust in God it was intended 
to promote.

 George Washington was fre-
quently compared to Moses, 
Joshua, and King David.

 Harry Truman was given a To-
rah by Israeli President Chaim 
Weizmann as thanks for his 
recognition of the new state of 
Israel.

 Woodrow Wilson called the 
Bible “the Magna Charta of the 
human soul.”

 As Commander-in-Chief of the 
Continental Army, George 
Washington helped arrange 
military chaplains of all de-
nominations for his troops and 
commanded his soldiers to at-
tend Sunday services.

 Thomas Jefferson created his 
own version of the Gospels by 
cutting out any passages that 
related to Jesus’ miracles and 
divinity.

DID YOU KNOW?

OUR DAILY WALK

WHITER THAN SNOW
Paul David Tripp
Crossway Books

Paperback, 154 pages

Ever feel like a complete fail-
ure and paralyzed by past 
sins? Living with regrets and 
longing for the freedom of for-
giveness, restoration, and the 
joy of your salvation returned?

David did and the result for us 
is PSALM 51. Well-known au-
thor Paul David Tripp has given 
us a wonderful book to help us 
return and experience the joy of 
the Lord through repentance 
and confession.

Pastor Philip Ryken has de-
scribed this book as, “Music for 
the sinner’s soul.”

In this book of fifty-two per-
sonal meditations from the 
PSALM, Tripp gives us practi-
cal and relevant applications of 
PSALM 51 encouraging us to 
grasp and know not only the 
gravity of our sin, but the won-
ders of restoring grace. I highly 
recommend it! 

 QUOTABLE QUOTE

“The tongue is the 
ambassador of 
the heart.”

JOHN LYLY
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

LET’S TALK ABOUT OUR TALK

QBC HAPPENINGS
OCTOBER 2008

 Second Saturday of service will be held October 11, meeting in the 
library at 8:45 a.m.

 Young at Heart monthly fellowship will be held Tuesday, October 14 
at 12:00 p.m.

 Men’s Fellowship studying THE FIGHT TO THE DEATH will be held 
Tuesday, October 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the church library

NOVEMBER 2008

 Second Saturday of service will be held November 8th meeting in the 
library at 8:45 a.m.

 Young at Heart monthly fellowship will be held Tuesday, November 
11 at 12:00 p.m.

 Men’s Fellowship studying THE FIGHT TO THE DEATH will be held 
Tuesday, November 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the church library

 QBC Family Thanksgiving service will be held Thursday, November 
27th at 8:30 a.m. 


